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A New Charge: Engaging at the
Science-Practice Interface

Saawes C Mosw

At the core of the Internstional Human Dinensions Pro-
gram’s [IHDP) revised miseion are two goals that expliady
focea ca the nxcadicn of the haman dimereicns wcentific
cormmanity with the weel of policy and practice, ramely:
+« To strengthen the capaciion of rescarch and pelicy
communkies [to gun] 2 shared sndemtanding of
the social caunes and implication of ghobal chang.
o, and
+ To faclitate didogue between 1oence and policy.!
Far the fret tine, the THDP addresses there goals x-
phcidy in it2 new atrategic acence plan foe the coning de-
cade? Inface, facilitating exchange and dislogue acrcar the
scienca'palicy divide is coe of the theee sirsegic legs of the
IHDP “stcol” with catting- edge research and capaciey devel-
opmerk focring the cther tvo. This devation of commuani-
cation, cutresch and interaction between acientiats, policy-
makers, pescliticnens, and vanoss pablics o unpeecederted
prominence iz dlzo reflected in the ccncept note guding the

19

Tth Open Meeting in New Didhi, India, which obeerves that
the hursan dimenucns resesr ch commanity has evolved rig-
nificandy n recnt years, shifting its foces

“frowe [merdy! sndemtanding doe dymare-

ica of plobal exsvirommental change to urisg

thar wedery trading © devive waw (o mea

dhe Shallenges that we ree exmverge. Thar has

pumed the roentiic communty o pay

mmose atention ro the relanombip deveeen

scence and pelicy, ro inalude more are

ierpirad and palicy-relesanr revaarch, and

fo improve commanication wik govers-

woent, burines, NGO and the ool zeciaty

at Lyrge™

Atthe beginning of the next IHDP decade thas stands

2 new [nd welcome] mandate that saks members of cur re-
tearch communiy to cormider more senonaly the ways n
which oer rescarch can be made mare policy and manage-
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mani-rebreark, io mmgage with prectiionecs in shaping ik
reseurch sgareda, idersify polic y-eolavant autpais and snuurs
dalrvery io celovani pablics, wrd ta explars, baild, and sack
muore deliberuisly the Exrome wrd patheys for echargs and
wallsboration with theas in positions o pat our irsighis i
preciizal wee

This keld eall f=r soive sngagament ard preciicsl
relevanss mwy nol comae an @ secpriss — spacially sfier te
weard of tha 20T RNobal Pavcs Prce far the scimifs and
auiresch sfors af the Ineegevammaned Fanel of Climsts
Chargz and fommar LLE Vier Fraidme Al Gers. Mor i ik
mkanishing ta thoss who have been nvokbesd for decadesin
such wark, or ks theas whe hvs conicbuled o the gros-
ing anderriarding aof sifsctive cmmanicsbon dedrion sop-
part, wred scierece- practics irksrckians. In b cebitresly con-
servadive halls of sowdsmis, bowrear. this overt seneclicning
af mgugemani bebewan sciantisty wrd non-scembisis is far
Erom mgirairesm, end muoch lem whelshesrbed |y embeaced
wnd mepperisd by acadenic socisl e, resard syslsme, ar
gredusis irening. Cloady, soch smpagemantis sec noi dree
af challerges and nircverey.

This sriide trien ka roughly chart thivaci eres- practics
tarcitoey . the conbesi of scaal acimmcs gokal change re-
ssarch, highlights the need for mpugemmi but sba sone of
the poirrtisl pitfalls, and suggeeis wwys bo snccmafally dur-
thar the geal of sifectres scimoe-palicy diskgos and irksrac-
tian in tha rext IHOP decade @

Tha Maed for Science-Fractica Inberaction and the
Sperial Kole of the Hurnan Dimensiors Community

Whether the isme it lsge-scds trsrafcemstian of sur in-
dustrial sywierra, paverty reductian indeedoping ccuaritriss,
tezhnolgical kesp-fragging in rapidly develaping natiora,
loeal vulrenbiily reduztizn srd sdapiation in ke Fece of
incraming, dimais dampticn saablshing sffeciive goeer-
nance machaniums for the management of amsl-ic-gl=bsl
scals so il scclogi cal sywiems, or achirring the Millannium
Dirvslapmeni Goals in the Ece of envronmanks] degreda-
tian and s==aal dimwuaptian — ik hamian dmenaons (HO) ce-
ssarch communily hala mporiant neights in swch of thess
mwroan. Ak the sarre dme. o JHE Sgenkiic Commikize chair,
Ciran Young skwias,
"Pedicy murkers ai ail dovele sood Bufer
imowndge of B dewegraphc, sroremis,
iuauaonn, and fclknofopes seser o
Feiurriar feading fa decroaier o oemradon

of reenkoan: praer aed dor dearectian of
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daterminrery of buman reapaeres - bod

inaierdaal and collrciive — fa global dovel

epemnin fike alimarr sheege aed g (oo

o biediverai ge Abowe ail, Gy meed @ b

e wedzrarandieg of S dpmamier o the
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Chearly tham, thee irecreaning reeed wred ackivs sedking
af pasnlibs inpui fram the pracabionsr community, sed the
wrnlabdiiy <f pabeniisly relevani sciemiib: knesladgs and
willngnem of resesrchers io mgugs beyord ihe reary doser
wre ssk for s “mestch madein bewemn.” Bk ars they raadly?
Sarewiiz and Fielke® and M=% in re ok commam-

turign wrd reviews of the perinemi Riscaiurs segees: thot
there afien is o compedling cane snd seemingly abviom B
baitewen the demand wrd sapply of sckntiic knowlades.
Yk thai makch s resly achieved ax well 0x & might bo -
somstimen becpnas the availsbls scence i rat fr arough
wdvanced ta snewar the quanticns policy-makers need wn-
wwered, snd more ofien becauss scenkib snd practiborees
do nct communicsis and regckisks =l erough wikh sach
ather whst krawbedge i in fack rdevant oc salisnk, ard whok
cun ko produced eredibly and leginmuicky.! This bags ihe
quaukian why carmmuricabon sed inlerstian beisveen aci-
wrdinin and praciificner skhar desnot bdes plece wiall orao
aftan lecr cul snesbiecsory.

Possible Challenges and Fitfalls gt the Science-Pruc-
tice [mterfice

Ta be murs, iha discanres in zreaced by both side. Thoain
tha weel of prectics (poloy- mskers i all levds, and public
wrad privas sedor decisicn-raksrs, auch se revcurce man-
mgEry, plunnecs, ar servics providece. seed ran- go emm ekl
wrad civic scckiy woloes) frageanily hees s Liniked wnder-
sewnding al the sckmihic precos and may lick technicsl
dapth on sy sprcbe scknihe inme Marsaver, preciibic-
nary prefsssansl ncema and experiss wre difwend fram
thase of scimiizis. w sre sources of accrurniability, sesndsrds
af liabiiiy, ard knewskedgs nesde. And evm whim thers i
u raadicum cf andecrianding for scimmbisky’ ways af knowl-
wdge pursut, thanr nesd dor credibility among paers, srdd of
disziplinary cr paradi graaic iesdidon srd sceniib: jargon,
presbilicnams wark in very differmi intiiutional sritings and
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A flena Cher gee B ngagi ng of & he Scisrcs-Pr oo cw In erfioce

dechion Hrmfremen that cen maks cngaing inleoecticzn. aed
ol borwtion with coss erchers difacale

Scimbirts cn tha cther hand, hevs been sodalized tos-
ditiarailly in their prafemicnsl conbects to kesp s cortain “cb-
jective” disksrcs fram the warld of prectics — cne frequecty
prrcaivesd wx bring ey, political. srd valoe-laden, whare
engagemert pobmbally tndermicess ceckific coedibiliy, Juat
Like thair practiticner collsagass, scisrtists’ rpatarma cfincem-
Hves, cewards, Enining, scccanksbilicy, snd coliarsl noema
favar inteaction erangs thermslves snd shacing and od-
wancing underabsreding within tha snall wecld of scpects liks
therraslves. Whik the commen challerges sddremasd in the
pelicy- and decision-rmaking ircraasdngly cequirs mahi- ared
irar-disciplinecy scimmtibc s irersgency collsbarstian,
and Farding soarcen oftm demsnd &, the hardl b= o
ovar the scimce-practics lire saerma svan higher than that
baters mn scientfc disciptines ar dechicn-naking kadias, ce-
spectrealy.

sk remulin in m porai ek misondscsbending of heee
the “other sids” works, what sctaslly i needed srd pas-
sbke to give, wred how best io commuonicsts and intersct ot
the sdmce-prection bowndsry, Aa Callem Yogel snd =al-
leagnes cheareed in o cocant peper discuming, the neesd for
colaborvtion in the canlext of vulrerakility, aduptstian, ared
casiliercs® HD ressarchars oo quently held milsading mi
aphearasach aa “ridging the scisnce-prectios gag by =y of
n uridirectionsl, linsar “kresledge rarafec” precoms. Thas
simphnrtic mental mecdels of what cooucs st bl schmce-prac
Hewinterface de ok sczount for tha coalwocH, spider wab-
Likm mckor nebeccks, the smbiguity of roles, and the comples-
ity af irtemctions. Thay sho dan't belpin fostering mutasl
ardecskbsnding of reeds wred Bamikbility of krealsdgs predoc
Hon ared nam, ared thary can und seemine the building, of oted
rabstiaruhips ermang thoaw invalead snd olbmdely sy im-
puir o presductivs relaticnahip whars ma-irapiced cessrch®
de=as in fect secve tha pronsing, reed s of decisian- mskers,
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Thn leck =f rmiknal aredematanding snd amplistic ro-
tors of why snd o ks inkscact ars frequenidy confounded
by o lek of cammunication skils and lieths meees than in-
tuitive spprecistion far the commuonication pracess and the
need fer dislogus. Hat secprisingly. insdequets Hma el
casawreen ara ofbm given bo the intsoection, frustraetian ac
cru from thea copasied nesd for sdecstion in fourdabionsl
krerrdedge, theslorrraus of sdentific prograw, srd the ssem-
irgg Fubility of sciendists” afforks whan ther input is sither rat
[imimadistely ar dicectly] nasd, ocw=oms, minued intha pal-
icy procas. Haw sy thm ba rebucn ks tha wock barsch ared
lsave the eramitial of koo dgs to tha warld “caut thaes™
up to others, ard resign ko Embnbsd commendacy an msin-
farmied pedicy devel opm eots from the sidslines of action

Whis o rengs of institekians] (k. throogh se-called
bearedary angunizstions) sed los farmal mechsriznsace be-
irg used wt prewent ks help oveccome the hordles btwem
screcs wred practice, the despe changs that wil maks ao-
ence-prection inkeructian & “rarmal” poectics has -yt = b
twckled. Throough patisnt sred parsistent sffocts smeong theas
abrasdy inclired ks mpage with prectitionecs, o widersharing
of luscns lsmed, & common cenon of gradests sducaticn
iri the palicy snd comnmuonication precsanen and the scisrecs-
pretics interfecs, an wall an hands-cn praclice ard Ewining
ini requisite gkills, tha HO' community can peaiticn itssk b=
pley o B groster snd miccw sifective rale in affecticg ceal-
werH decitions in o rapily changing ward.

Implamanting the Science- Practice [nteraction
Goals: Some Opportunities We Should Not Miss

Thars wra several key cppertonibies Ehak the IHDR. in its cols
un faciliestee arel mable of sdence-prectics daloguas, ered
iredividual mambars of the HD resssc ch carmmuriky, shoald
nck miss. Fach fls within the fandsmmbd priccity srows of
tha IHCE sirstsgic plan for the coming, decsds.

Ficet ia then critical sppartanity to sdvence cur scim-
tfic nderstanding of the precasss, prcticss, srd ciroum-
rlaniis] ficlon that maks ac mcs- prctios nlscection beth
sifective, tha defdbcn srd messoremsnk of afec e,
the bacrisrs thort impede sfecbve irberectian, s inights
on ke iz evaccome theam. At tha seme tims, questione of
expadiarcy ard sfectvemes cn not be sspented Erom
guauticns cn tha sthics of sdence-prectics intececticna. HD
cessnr chars should b sctively snd more brosdly sogaged n
thinsaricus dalogue, Such cessarch and dislogos would have
irnportsrk links ta brasder sccial acientific sndesvars ared
discouceny, 8., in thea sc=cial sbu dien of sciarecs, smksinabiity
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scigrezs, pelizy sdamcan, or in the emierging fel of decidon
supperk

Second. the THDOFP mwy coneider wapart af iks expadty
devdopmarnt effaris k= fcun nat only en fobring sukatsn-
tiva krerwled ge of IHDP pragram sceas ar beilding resacch
ukilly, bukshie cn sdecsting snd towinirg both established and
yaurger cesesrchers in sffecti v communizstian anddialegic
akilly io snable them io conde it audiance-lanative cutraach
to policy-rsken ard indsrated pablics, ard ko weck sifoc-
tivaly with prectiicners in participaiory ar applisd settings.
Medel pregrums [eg. the AHa Liopol Leaderahip ar tha
AAAE Ecimee wrd Technelogy Palisy Fellowabip: programa)
axisk to indzen the shsping of soch trainings.

Third. thers s 2 wemerdcus cpparianity in tha
planireed pramction srd Exclifation of sciusl dialegaa be-
twaen scientigy wrd prectitioners an glebal chungs tapics.
The IHOP secretunat will gun invalusdkke precsics] scpan-
e with =hare, whom, and hes 1o fager sech angegoment
far maingl bersfit An even grestar bmefit o the beowder
HI corumirnity may unfcHif trvined abasevers siiend thass
dialeguen ared amibhasizs wrd disseninate the pregicsl k-
sors farue all My bs more imparksnkly, the THEF cauld play
wn. orgoingg match-making eolo in actively connecting inrker-
subed wrd willing HD' commarniy memibace o pelicy cut-
reach apparunities st any level of govemancs. and pointing
policy-mskers ta the tremerdons krowledge rescarcas weni -
skl =ithin oar neteode. Such 0 service mowy bad b desper
changes within oer cammurity than the eccmional mesling
af & mmall group of ndieiduah o the periodic sdence digeeis
far pelizy-makss,

Firalk, tha IHCR coald pley an ircdfbaeritis] rale in cen-
tribaiing bomcaliordd shitin acadenia ibell, Athe pragram
zarsiders suksklishing o widely vigible snd prasgions weesed
pregram for smerging achelacs, it coul publicky andedine
ity saricumene about the sdence-praciice diskgus by she
revwarding thoss sdentisy whe engags inauch catresch ac-
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treikie, ard thareby help maks such =wark & mare comnan
wred cespacted pact of ihe scholecly poctfolo. Thisscul sho
muore carcrataly ol vairce the eveisicned gaol for the rext da-
=xde af fosenng "s raw geranton of cammuricatars sk 1o
dimsmirats krerwledge coparding the barmsin dimsnsans of
gkl errviccnm erksl chunga ™

The =aures for the nest decsde i chsrted. The onue i
nos enus ks carry cuk tha changs
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